
 
 

Kingsville Public Library Receives $10,000 in Grants from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation to Support 
Summer Reading and Adult Literacy in 2022 

 
[Kingsville, OH] – The Dollar General Literacy Foundation awarded the Kingsville Public Library two grants this 
year, a $2,000 grant to support summer literacy and an $8,000 grant to support adult literacy. These local grants 
are a part of the Dollar General Literacy Foundation’s recent award of $10.5 million donation to support 
summer, family, and adult literacy programs, representing the organization’s largest one-day grant donation in 
its 29-year history. 
 
“Our Youth Services Coordinator and Technology Trainer were so pleased to hear that both grants were 
awarded to assist our small library to meet its programming goals,” says Mariana Branch, Director. The Summer 
Reading grant focused on Pre-K early literacy outreach intervention at a local daycare. The grant funded book 
purchases that appealed to reluctant readers. Small groups of ten children at a time met with Miss Dani to work 
on letter recognition and letter sounds. School-age students worked in groups of five on iPads and Osmo Genius 
kits, purchased with grant funds, increasing their level of reading fluency and writing proficiency through 
literacy games. Teachers reported 100% of participants met their literacy benchmarks and the program was so 
successful the library was asked to continue it year-round.  
 
The adult literacy grant funded the replacement of 10 laptops that were almost obsolete being 12 years old. 
The new laptops have Windows 11, cameras, solid-state hard drives, and increased RAM for faster and more 
reliable use. The laptops are utilized for teaching basic computer skills, increasing knowledge of computer 
software, and accessing library database resources like ancestry.com. The most frequent use of laptops over the 
past few months was for job seekers attending job fairs and conducting online job interviews to find 
employment. The growing use of laptops is in classes held by AJ Petro, the Adult Services Coordinator who 
teaches a Cricut Basic class. As crafting becomes more sophisticated through the help of technology, patrons 
are filling up the class to learn how to use the Cricut Design Space to create custom designs for business and 
personal use. WKKY Account executive, Shirley Coxe, recently shared a photo of a life-size snowman displayed 
at their office decorated with music notes and a radio that she created using skills learned at the Cricut class 
and the library’s Makerspace. Usage of the library’s Makerspace, including a 3-D printer and Cricut, has 
increased with patrons feeling more comfortable with technology after attending digital literacy classes. 
 
"For nearly 30 years, the Dollar General Literacy Foundation has been proud to invest in literacy and education 
programs in our hometown communities," said Denine Torr, executive director of the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation. "The recent and significant shifts in the educational landscape have made the Foundation’s mission 
more critically important. As we work to create access to high-quality instruction for all individuals, we share 
our gratitude for the educators who are working to uplift and empower others. We hope these funds will have a 
meaningful impact on students and teachers across the country and look forward to seeing the positive impact 
they have on learners.” 
 
The Dollar General Literacy Foundation supports organizations that increase access to educational 
programming, stimulate and enable innovation in the delivery of educational instruction and inspire a love of 
reading. Each year, the Dollar General Literacy Foundation awards funds to nonprofit organizations, schools, 
and libraries within a 15-mile radius of a Dollar General store or distribution center to support adult, family, 
summer, and youth literacy programs. The Foundation also offers a student referral program for individuals 
interested in learning how to read, speak English, or prepare for the high school equivalency exam. Referrals to 



a local organization that provides free literacy services are available online here or through referral cards found 
in the Learn to Read brochures that are available at the cash register of every Dollar General store.  
 
About the Dollar General Literacy Foundation 
The Dollar General Literacy Foundation is proud to support initiatives that help others improve their lives through literacy and 
education. Since 1993, the Foundation has awarded more than $216 million in grants, helping more than 15.4 million individuals take 
their first steps toward literacy, a general education diploma or English proficiency. Cal Turner, Jr. founded the Dollar General Literacy 
Foundation to honor his grandfather and Dollar General’s co-founder, J.L. Turner, who was functionally illiterate having dropped out of 
school in the third grade to support his family. The Foundation aims to provide support to schools, libraries and nonprofit organizations 
that seek to improve adult, summer, youth and family literacy initiatives. To learn more about the Dollar General Literacy Foundation, 
visit www.dgliteracy.org. 
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